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Brussels,
agri.a.1(2026)370293

Dear Mr Svitojus, dear Mr Kuzminskas,

Thank you for your letter dated 18 December 2025 expressing your concerns regarding the
future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post-2027.

The European Commission recognises the crucial role of a robust and adequately funded
CAP in maintaining economic stability, ensuring income support, and safeguarding food
security. We are committed to preserving a reliable budget for the CAP, with measures in
place to protect it against inflation.

This commitment was reaffirmed during the recent meeting of EU agriculture ministers on
7 January 2026. To ensure that additional resources are available as of 2028 for addressing
the needs of farmers and rural communities, the Commission has proposed that Member
States will have access, when submitting their initial National and Regional Partnership
Plans from 2028, of up to two thirds of the amount normally available for the midterm
review. This represents about EUR 45 billion that can be mobilised immediately to support
farmers and rural communities

In terms of trade policy, the global competitiveness of the EU agri-food sector is a strong
asset for the EU’s prosperity. The Commission understands the importance of establishing
fair competitive conditions for European farmers. To respond to these expectations, the
EU-Mercosur agreement provides a set of measures to protect sensitive agri-food sectors
and ensure level playing field and reciprocity.

These include very limited import quotas on sensitive products (e.g. beef, poultry), phased
in gradually as well as strong safeguards against any potential surge in imports. The
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threshold to launch investigations has been lowered to 5% which will ensure the EU can
swiftly react to market disruptions caused by increased agricultural imports from
Mercosur. The agreement will also protect 344 Geographical Indications from several EU
countries allowing producers to strengthen their market positions in the Mercosur countries
and to sell for a premium price.

In line with the commitment taken in the “EU Vision for Agriculture and Food” the
Commission has started working towards the alignment of production standards be it on
hazardous pesticides banned in the EU for health and environmental reasons or on animal
welfare. In addition, reinforced import controls and audits will ensure strict and effective
enforcement of EU health and food safety standards.

The Commission is actively working towards administrative simplification within the
agricultural sector. For instance, concerning availability and affordability of fertilisers for
farmers, the Commission decided, in relation to the carbon border adjustment mechanism
(CBAM), to introduce a lower flat 1% annual mark-up for the default values used to
calculate the carbon border levy for fertilisers. As you know, this constitutes a targeted
exception to the standard calculation rules. Furthermore, in its legislative proposal
amending the CBAM Regulation presented last December, the Commission has included
a measure that allows for the temporary suspension of the application of CBAM for
specific goods, as a safeguard in case of unforeseen circumstances.

Additionally, we are aware of the disparities in direct payments across Member States and
are committed to ensuring fairness and equal competition among EU farmers. In the
context of the National and Regional Partnership Fund, which provides new flexibility for
Member States' allocations to the CAP as well as other programs, the allocation of the
overall envelopes results from applying a uniform methodology that also includes factors
relating to agricultural payment levels and rural areas. This ensures a distribution that
addresses the specific needs of the CAP. The formula results in a “bonus” for the allocation
to Member States with below-average direct payments per hectare, thus incorporating the
distributive function of the current external convergence mechanism

We value the constructive partnership with Lithuanian farmers and are dedicated to
addressing the challenges facing the agricultural sector. The Commission will continue to
engage closely with stakeholders to ensure sustainable and safe food production in Europe.

Yours sincerely,

Electronically signed

Catherine GESLAIN-LANEELLE

C.c. : M. Marius VASCEGA, Head of Representation (COMM.C.VL)
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dr. Ariinas Svitojus
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Gerbiamas pone Svitojau, gerbiamas pone Kuzminskai,

dékojame uz Jusy 2025 m. gruodZio 18 d. laiska, kuriame iSreiskiate susirtipinima dél Bendros
Zemés iikio politikos (BZUP) ateities po 2027 mety.

Europos Komisija pripaZjsta itin svarby tvirtos ir tinkamai finansuojamos BZUP vaidmenij
palaikant ekonominj stabiluma, uztikrinant pajamy paramg ir saugant apsiriipinimo maistu
sauguma. Esame jsipareigoje i§saugoti patikima BZUP biudZeta, numatant priemones jo
apsaugai nuo infliacijos.

Sis jsipareigojimas buvo dar karta patvirtintas neseniai vykusiame ES Zemés tikio ministry
susitikime 2026 m. sausio 7 d. Siekdama uztikrinti, kad nuo 2028 m. biity prieinami papildomi
iStekliai Gikininky ir kaimo bendruomeniy poreikiams tenkinti, Komisija pasitle, kad valstybés
narés, teikdamos savo pirminius nacionalinius ir regioninius partnerystés planus nuo 2028 m.,
galéty pasinaudoti iki dviejy trec¢daliy sumos, kuri paprastai skiriama vidurio laikotarpio
perzitirai. Tai sudaro apie 45 mlrd. eury, kuriuos galima nedelsiant mobilizuoti Gikininky ir
kaimo bendruomeniy rémimui.

Kalbant apie prekybos politika, ES Zemés tkio ir maisto sektoriaus konkurencingumas
pasauliniu mastu yra svarbus ES klest¢jimo veiksnys. Komisija supranta sgziningy
konkurencijos salygy Europos ikininkams svarbg. Atsizvelgiant j Siuos liukes¢ius, ES—
,Mercosur susitarime numatyta priemoniy visuma, skirta apsaugoti jautrius zemés wkio ir
maisto sektorius bei uztikrinti vienodas konkurencijos salygas ir abipusiskuma.

Sios priemonés apima labai ribotas importo kvotas jautriems produktams (pvz., jautienai,
paukstienai), kurios jvedamos palaipsniui, taip pat stiprias apsaugos priemones nuo galimy
staigiy importo augimy. Riba, nuo kurios pradedami tyrimai, buvo sumazinta iki 5 %, o tai
uztikrins, kad ES galéty greitai reaguoti | rinkos sutrikimus, kuriuos sukelia padidéjgs zemes
tikio produkty importas i$ ,,Mercosur®. Susitarimas taip pat apsaugos 344 geografines nuorodas
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i$ keliy ES valstybiy nariy, leisdamas gamintojams stiprinti savo pozicijas ,,Mercosur* Saliy
rinkose ir parduoti produkcijg uz aukstesne kaing.

Laikydamasi jsipareigojimy, prisiimty dokumente ,,ES zemés tikio ir maisto vizija“, Komisija
pradéjo darbg siekdama gamybos standarty suderinimo, jskaitant pavojingy pesticidy,
uzdrausty ES dél sveikatos ir aplinkosaugos priezas¢iy, naudojimg bei gyviiny gerovés
reikalavimus. Be to, sustiprinta importo kontrolé ir auditai uZtikrins grieZtg ir veiksmingg ES
sveikatos bei maisto saugos standarty laikymasi.

Komisija taip pat aktyviai siekia administracinio supaprastinimo zemeés ukio sektoriuje.
Pavyzdziui, kalbant apie traSy prieinamumg ir jperkamumg ikininkams, Komisija,
atsizvelgdama j anglies dioksido korekcinj pasienio mechanizmg (CBAM), nusprendé jvesti
mazesnj — 1 % — metinj fiksuotg priedg numatytosioms vertéms, naudojamoms apskaic¢iuojant
anglies dioksido pasienio mokestj trgSoms. Kaip Jums Zinoma, tai yra tikslinga iSimtis i$
standartiniy skaiciavimo taisykliy. Be to, praé¢jusiy mety gruodj pateiktame teisékiiros
pasiiilyme dél CBAM reglamento pakeitimo Komisija jtrauké priemone, leidziancig laikinai
sustabdyti CBAM taikymg tam tikroms prekéms kaip apsaugos priemon¢ nenumatyty
aplinkybiy atveju.

Taip pat esame informuoti apie tiesioginiy iSmoky skirtumus tarp valstybiy nariy ir esame
isipareigoj¢ uztikrinti teisingumag bei vienodas konkurencijos salygas ES ukininkams.
Nacionalinio ir regioninio partnerystés fondo kontekste, kuris suteikia valstybéms naréms
nauja lankstuma skirstant 1ésas BZUP ir kitoms programoms, bendry asignavimy paskirstymas
grindZiamas vieninga metodika, apimancia ir veiksnius, susijusius su zemés tikio iSmoky lygiu
bei kaimo teritorijomis. Tai uztikrina paskirstyma, atitinkantj konkre¢ius BZUP poreikius.
Taikoma formulé suteikia ,,priedg“ toms valstybéms naréms, kuriose tiesioginés iSmokos uz
hektarg yra mazesnés uz ES vidurkj, taip integruojant dabartinio iSorinio konvergavimo
mechanizmo paskirstomaja funkcijg.

Vertiname konstruktyvig partneryste su Lietuvos tikininkais ir esame pasiryze¢ spresti i$Stkius,
su kuriais susiduria zemés ukio sektorius. Komisija ir toliau glaudziai bendradarbiaus su
suinteresuotosiomis Salimis, sickdama uztikrinti tvarig ir saugig maisto gamybg Europoje.
Pagarbiai

Elektroniniu biidu pasirasyta
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